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A Blasphemous Commentary by _ Infidel 
Scholars, Published by Methodist Publish- 
ing House, Using RSV Translation, Repre- 
of “Churches. 
Denying the Bible’s Accuracy, Its Author- 
ity, Its Stated Authorship, Its Supernatural 


senting National Council 


Nature and Its Miracles. 


R. L. Sumner 


First of Seven Articles 
By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Associate Editor 


~ 


Modernism’s most insidious and vehement assaults have 
always been launched against the verbal inspiration—and 
therefore integrity—of the sacred Scriptures. If they are 
able to succeed here, it takes little effort or imagination to 
explain away the miracles, deny the virgin birth, ridicule 
the atonement, spiritualize the bodily resurrection of Christ, 
rob the believer of his blessed hope about Christ’s imminent 


return, bank the fires of Hell, 
minimize the glories of Heaven, 
and otherwise destroy the confi- 
dence of the people in “the faith 
which was once delivered unto 
the saints” (Jude 3). 


The Interpreter’s Bible is a new 
twelve-volume commentary pub- 
lished by the Abingdon Press, 
official publishers of the Methodist 
Church, based on the Revised 
Standard Version text, in which 
the liberal’s infidelistic guns boom 
one of their most vicious attacks 
upon the inspiration of the Bible 
and other historic doctrines of the 
Christian faith. Purportedly the 
work of the most advanced 
scholarship and billed as an “open- 
sesame” to biblical understanding, 
it is actually little more than a 
rehash and united assembling of 
the arguments of the Bible critics, 
both in and out of the church, 
for the past several centuries. 

What to expect from this com- 
mentary can be seen from identi- 
fying the chief editor: GEORGE 
ARTHUR BUTTRICK!! Mr. Butt- 
rick, pastor at the Madison Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church in New 
York City, is the infidel hiding 
behind ministerial garb who wrote 
of the Holy Bible: “Literal infalli- 
bility of Scripture is a fortress 


impossible to defend: there is 
treason in the camp. Probably 
few people who claim to ‘believe 
every word of the Bible’ really 
mean it. That avowal held to its 
last logic would risk a trip to the 
insane asylum.”1 Again this no- 
torious slanderer of the Scripture 
stated: “We should frankly admit 
the bankruptcy of ‘literal infalli- 
bility,’ and, under guidance of the 
facts, set out on the long hard 
quest for truth,’”’2 

The first volume has a series 
of articles called, “General Arti- 
cles on the Bible,” and in this 
section Editor Buttrick has a com- 
position entitled, “The Study of 
the Bible.” Here the reader is 
introduced to an insight of how 
the entire commentary regards the 
Word of God. 


On the opening page he sneers 
at a Mosaic authorship for the 
first five books of the Bible, sug- 
gesting, “If the Old Testament 
were so printed that Amos and 
Hosea came first, with the Penta- 
teuch in its place of comparative- 
ly late authorship, the reader 
could no longer assume that the 
books of the Law (whatever their 


(Continued on page 2) 
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328 Belle Isle View, Riverside, Windsor, Canada 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 


everlasting life.’—John 3:16. 


The love of God is the grandest story ever told to a listening 
ear. Millions of little children throughout the Sunday Schools of 


the world exalt that theme to the skies when they sing, 


“Jesus loves me, this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so,” 


and the echo of the children’s song 
reaches the courts of Heaven 
where the angels of God take up 
the strain and sing of the love 
of God to a lost and ruined race. 


Here is a subject before which 
the tongues of angels, the elo- 
quence of the preacher, the brush 
of the artist, the pen of the 
writer, the harmony of earth’s 
music, are utterly powerless, for 
the love of God is beyond the 
power of human effort to describe. 


Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment 
made, 

Weré every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above, 

W ould drain the ocean dry; 

Nor would the scroll contain the 
whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 


This preacher cannot hope to 
touch more than the fringe of this 
great subject, but I would put the 


$1,600 Contest Winners 
Announced 


$1,600 in Cash Prizes Have Just Been Awarded for the 
Ten Best Sermons in the Sword Evangelistic Sermon 
Contest Which Closed July 1. Evangelist John 
Linton, Windsor, Canada, Wins First Prize of 
$300 for His Remarkable Gospel Sermon 


Published in This Issue 


By the Editor 


At last! One hundred ninety- 
seven sermons! What a task we 
had to read them all, weigh them, 
pray over them. They came from 
14 foreign countries, from 5 prov- 
inces of Canada, besides 35 states 
in the United States! But the edi- 
torial committee, composed of As- 
sociate Editor Robert Sumner, 
vice-president of the Sword of the 
Lord Foundation and Evangelist 
Walt Handford, and this editor, 
completed their work of love and 
prayer. Each sermon was first 
carefully classed into one of four 
classes. Those which could not win 
because they violated the rules of 
the contest in some important way 
(only a few of them) were elimina- 
ted. Then we buckled down, First 
we selected about forty of the 
very best sermons. After that it 
was serious plodding work, each 
judge reading, grading, consider- 
ing, comparing. At last we had 
gone through this stupendous task 
of grading and rating 197 sermons 
and had selected the 10 winners. 
Now SworpD OF THE LORD readers 
enter into the blessed experience 


of reading great sermons by migh- 
ty men of God, sermons that are 
born of prayer and tears and 
labor and diligent study of the 
Word of God and waiting on God 
for His power. 

The first prize sermon, “God’s 
Letter to Mankind,” is published in 
this issue and we think most 
serious readers will see how this 
great sermon on the greatest text 
in the Bible earned first place. 
And yet the others are so great 
that someone is bound to think 
that some of the other prize win- 
ners should have been first. What 
a treat we have in store! 

Here are the prize-winning ser- 
mons and the awards: 

First prize, $300, to Evangelist 
John Linton, for the sermon, 
“God’s Letter to Mankind.” 

Second prize, $250, to Dr, Tom 
Malone, pastor of Emmanuel Bap- 
tist Church, Pontiac, Michigan, for 
the sermon, “Life’s Sinking Sun.” 

Third prize, $200, to Evangelist 
Hugh Pyle, Atlanta, Georgia, for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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text, like a trumpet to my lips, 
and sound it over and over again, 
until every person reading this 
message is able to repeat the 
matchless strain of “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


If there is any text that Sa- 
tan would lke to blot out of the 
Bible, it is John 3:16. 

If there is any text that has 
made the foundation pillars of 
Hell tremble, it is John 3:16. 

If there is any text that has 
lightened up the pathway to Hea- 
ven for multitudes of men, it is 
John 3:16. 

If there is any text that de- 
serves to be called, as Luther call- 
ed it, “The Little Bible,” it is 
John 3:16. 

If I were called to the bedside 


(Continued on page 5) 
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This note is being written | y : | By the Editor 
Vednesday afternoon, July 18,/jin Chicago August 12. Then he . 
from © Chattanooga, Tennessee,| wil] not even have time to come During August re ; | 
where Dr. Rice is speaking three | ot to Wheaton, for he must board In this issue Evangelist Robert L, Sumner shows how the § 
and four times daily at the great another plane for Sandy CoV, e. | Sale 


Highland Park Baptist 
pastored by Dr. Lee 


Conference. Dr. Rice closes here 
Thursday night, then he, Mrs. 
Rice and I will catch the Georgian! 


train at 9:08 Thursday night, ar- 
riving in Chicago at 9:25 Friday 
morning. and on out to Wheaton 
about 11:00 a. m 


What a busy time it will be 
Hetween 11:00 a. m. and 11:50 
p. m. Friday when Dr. Rice catch- 


es a United Air Line plane, on the 
first lap of his journey to Tokyo. 
fie doesn’t know these details, 
but his church and the some fifty 
workers at the Sword of the Lord 
plan to go in a body to the air- 
port, where we have arranged with 
United officials to board the plane 
with him thirty minutes before de- 


arture time. Pictures will be tak- 
en of him with the pilot, co-pilot, 
and the rest of the crew; farewell 


songs 
€iy out into the night, arriving at 
San Francisco around 5:30 Satur- 
day morning. After three and a 
dhalf hours there, he boards a Pan 
American plane, and will arrive 
dn Honolulu around 3:15 p. m. 
Saturday afternoon. Leaving there 


at 8:00 p. m. Saturday, he will 
arrive at 8:30 a. m. Sunday (Mon- 
day, Japan time) in “Tokyo where 


he will be met by Dr. Fred 
Jarvis, and other missionaries. Aft- 


er a week in Tokyo, speaking to 
native pastors, he then flies to 
Seoul, Korea, for one week, then 


back to Tokyo for another week 
with missionaries gathered from 
far and wide. 

Returning, 


he will arrive back 


Church, , 
Zoberson. j 
This wee ‘k is the annual Pastors’ § 


| 


will be sung—and he will | 


| 


Maryland, that same afternoon, 
where he will be until August 19. 

He has gone now for the 1:00 
p. m, service at the church, and 
1 am writing this word to ask your 
prayers for him—for great bless- 
ing on his ministry, and for pro- 
tection as he travels some 16,000 
to 18,000 miles on this trip, The 
work must go on in his absence. 
This week we have decided copy 
for the next five issues. We ask 
that you remember us who will 
try faithfully to carry on in his 
absence. : 

Evangelist Bob Sumner will 
supply the pulpit at Calvary Bap-| 


_ 


tist Church, Wheaton; Evangelist | 
Walter Handford is staying in the 
office for this time to help. 
Several new pamphlets are now’ 
in production— 
Spectators at the Cross 


What Will Happen When Jesus 
Comes? 

Lot: The Man Who Made Money | 
His God, Who Ruined His Children 
and Let His Town Go fo Hell 

Negro. and White (Desegrega-, 
tion—Right or Wrong?) 

Fullness of the Spirit 

All the above will be in the 15c 
series; all are by Dr. Rice. So 
many of you are requesting the 
segregation article in pamphlet 
form. It should be ready some 
time in August. I suggest that you 
order your copy or copies now, 

Our new retail catalog is ready, 
and you may have a copy free up- 
on request. It lists our new prices, 
the new books, and other items 
which you may now purchase 
through our retail department. 
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"The Interpreter’s Bible’’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


elements of antiquity). came from 
the childhood of the race.’ 
After saying of higher criticism, 
“actually it means appreciation,” 
he continues laying the ground- 
work for later and more detailed 
attacks by saying: “Job is dra- 
matic poetry, surely mightier even 
than the Antigone, and should so 
be read. Ruth is an idyl, with just 
as much truth as if it had been 
history; did not Jesus tell stories 
and so convict the world of truth? 


Daniel in its later chapters is 
apocalypse, a philosophy of past 
history cast into the form of 
visions . . . and honest study of 
the book should long ago have 
rescued it from calamitymongers 
who try to find in it cabalistic 
symbols of current events. Isaiah 


is not one book, as a cursory read- 
ing of the Bible would assume, 
for there is a gap of centuries 
between the end of ch, 39 and the 
beginning of ch. 40; and when 
chs. 1-39 and chs. 40-66 are treat- 


ed as two separate units, and each | 
is understood under its rightful 
authorship and era, new worlds 
open to the student of the Bible. 
The Gospel of Matthew must be 
dated perhaps as late as A. D. 95, 
and may have been written in the 
Syrian church ... The Bible is 
far from easy reading.’’4 
He speaks of “the barriers that 
have been built around. the 
Book,”® by which he seems pri- 
marily to mean “‘the acceptance of 
any arbitrary doctrine of inspira- 
4 Such an arbitrary doctrine 
“the theory of verbal inerrancy” 
is pore Pseesen d for what Mr. Butt- : 
rick prefers to call “veritably in- 
spired.”? What he actually means 
is explained with the words, “We 
must say of every Bible author 
what Browning said of Bunyan 
and The Pilgrim’s Progress, and 
say it with profounder conviction: 
“’Tis my belief, God spoke: no 
tinker has such powers,’”> In 
short, the Bible is inspired only 
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on an equal basis with great clas- 
sics of literature such as The Pil- 
grim’s Progress! 

He next proceeds to compare 
verbal inspiration with the folly 
of communistic Marxism and then 
adds, “Actually, we show not 
reverence, but a mild blasphemy, 
when we assume that God turns a 


jman into a typewriter; and cer- 


tainly the theory is a disparage- 
ment also of human nature.’ So 
instead of the direct revelation of 
God, the Bible of Dr, Buttrick 
“is a-record of the self-revelation 
of God,’10 and a very untrust- 
worthy record at that! Calling 
the Bible “‘a record” is the popular 
language of neo-orthodoxy. 


The safest system of sneering 
at the scriptural integrity seems 
to be in matters of science, so Dr. 
Buttrick illustrates his thesis by 


‘describing the Tower of Babel as 


“not a scientific account of the 
origin of languages’11 (meaning 
that the Bible is false in this 
matter) and suggesting: “What 
aberrations are invited by this 
rigid theory—belief in a flat earth, 
belief in a host of demons inhabit- 
ing the middle air! What crimes 
are condoned—all the way from 
killing witches to approving the 
institution of slavery! An unpreju- 
diced reader would see, if left 
alone, that the doctrine of literal 
infallibility has been imposed on 
the Book. The writers do not write 
as men who are blind and helpless 
instruments of God.’’12 


Does it not seem strange to the 


jreader of this review that a sup- 


posed scholar of the Scripture could 
say that the Bible taught a flat 
earth or that a professed preach- 
er of the Christian faith would de- 
ny the reality of the demons whose 
existence was taught by none 
other than Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God? Yet such blatant blas- 
phemies become commonplace to 
the reader of The Interpreter’s Bi- 
ble as commentator after com- 
mentator marshalls his arguments 
of infidelity against the trust- 
worthiness of God’s holy Word! 

For the purpose of this review, 
let me make seven basic charges 
against the 125 “scholars” in their 
attack upon biblical inspiration: 
(1) They deny the Bible’s ac- 
curacy; (2) They deny the Bible's 
authority; (3) They deny the Bi- 
ble’s authorship; (4) They hold 
that there is a large, mythical, 
legendary, imaginative element in 
the Bible; (5) They emphasize a 
false “progressive” revelation; (6) 
They explain away the miraculous; 
and, (7) This attitude affects the 
entire historic Christian faith. 
These are serious charges, but 
the evidence is abundant as I 
will show. No doubt you will be 
amazed, as I was, that men could 
believe thus and _ still pretend 
to honor the Bible as Christian 
ministers and representatives of 
God. If what they hold is true, 
“we are of all men most pitiable” 
(I Cor. 15:19 ASV). Thank God, 
it is not true! 


CHAPTER I 
Denial of Biblical Accuracy! 


Herbert H. Farmer, a University 
of Cambridge professor, leads the 


jattack on the Bible’s integrity in 


the opening article of the com- 
mentary, “The Bible: Its Signifi- 
cance and Authority.” He states 
unblushingly: 

“There was a time when this 
(the Bible’s trustworthiness) was 
not felt to be an assumption, for 
most Christians accepted without 
any question the doctrine of the 
inerrancy of the scripture writ- 
It was believed that Godi 
had so operated on the minds of 
the sacred writers that they did 
not write down anything which: 
was not strictly accurate in every 
particular, Whatever was set down 


(Continued on page 6) 
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ment, 


wolves... 


false teachers, 
sentials of the Christian faith. 


and the Bible. 
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§ bie 12-volume commentary, The Interpreter’s Bible, published % 
| by the Methodist publishing house, Abingdon Press, denies the 1 
of the Bible. According to the Webster Collegiate 
an infidel is one “not holding the faith. , 
usage is a term of reproach for one who 
avowedly denies the tenents of Christianity and the truth of the 1 
The editor and writers for this infamous commen- 
tary do deny “the tenents of Christianity and the truth of the ? 
and so are literally, in the exact dictionary termi- % 


To put a hog in the parlor does not make him a gentleman. 


So to put an unconverted, unbelieving scholar in the church f 
and in the pulpit does not make him a Christian. An infidel who § 
believes what Tom Paine and Bob Ingersoll believed about the | 
| deity of Christ, the inspiration of the Bible, and the blood atone- 3 
is an infidel, just as they were, though Tom Paine and § 
Bob Ingersoll were honest enough to stay out of the church, § 
and the modernist infidel deliberately deceives and for his 
| position and salary and influence claims to be a Christian. | 


The dear Lord Jesus said, “Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” 3? 
(Matt. 7:15, 20), Here are some false prophets whom you may , 
judge by their fruits in The Interpreter’s Bible. Don’t be angry 
when we do exactly what Jesus commanded us to do and weigh § 
by their fruits these false teachers who come in sheep’s clothing, § 
: but who are inwardly ravening wolves. We have a right to show 
§ their fruits, their actual words, their false doctrines. And if the 
} reader will obey Jesus Christ, he will check up to see who are & 
preaching a false gospel, 


BEWARE OF THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE! 


: It is not fit for any preacher or teacher to use in his study, 
not fit for a Christian book store to sell. It is against the historic 
Christian faith, and is intended to break down faith in Christ 


. Infidel | 


and denying the es- 


~ 


— 


—Editor John R. Rice 
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$1,600 Contest Winner Announced 


(Continued from page 1) 


the sermon, “One More Night With 
the Frogs.” 

Fourth Prize, $150, to Evangelist 
Leslie Greening of Dorset, England, 
for the sermon, “You Have a Date 
With Deity.” 

Fifth prize, $150, to Evangelist 
R. Paul Miller, Winona Lake, Indi- 
ana, for the sermon, “Judas Is- 
cariot, Child of Hell.” 

Sixth prize, $150, to Dr. Arthur 
Petrie of Seattle, Washington, for 
the sermon, “The Ransom Found.” 

Seventh prize, $100, to Dr. Wal- 
ter Hughes, LIlderton, Ontario, 
Canada, for the sermon, “Not A- 
shamed of the Gospel.” 

Tying for the eighth, ninth, and 
tenth prizes, $100 each, were the 
following: 


Dr. V, Raymond Edman, presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, Whea- 


ton, Illinois, for the sermon, 
shamed at His Coming;”’ 

Dr, Walter L. Wilson, Kansas 
City, Missouri, for the sermon, “It 
Is So Simple;” 

Evangelist Jim Mercer, Minn- 
eapolis, Minnesota, for the sermon, 
“After Death—What?” 

Checks are being sent to the 
above named men for their ser- 
mons, and all these will be pub- 
lished in THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 

We feel that SworpD OF THE LORD 
readers are thus getting the very 
best sermons to be published in 
this generation and we doubt not 
that God will save hundreds of 
souls through these inspired mes- 
sages from God’s Word. 


“Ae 


Other Splendid Messages 


Fifteen or twenty other sermons 
submitted in the contest, sermons 
which did not receive a prize, are 
being purchased for use _ in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. In some 
cases, some of the judges thought 


jthese sermons equal to sermons 


which were given awards. For ex- 
ample, we felt it wise, since only 
ten prizes are given, not to give 
two awards to the same man. Yet 
six of the men who won prizes 
entered other sermons in the con- 
test! And one judge would think 
one sermon was best and the oth- 
er judge would think another of 
the same preacher’s messages was 
the best. So we agreed that each 
of these would have only one prize- 
winning sermon announced, but 


— 


that we would purchase the other 
tremendous messages for use in 
THE Sworp also, 

Evangelist Hugh Pyle, Evangee 
list Leslie Greening, Evangelist R, 
Paul Miller, Dr. Arthur Petrie, 
Rev. Walter Hughes, and Evanges- 
list Jim Mercer all submitted oth« 
er sermons which will be used, 
God willing. 

Dr, John S. Wimbish of Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York City, 
sends a tremendous sermon on 
juvenile delinquency. It was, in 
importance, in scriptural foundasg 
tion, in spiritual impact, right a« 
long with the best of the prize. 
winning sermons, in our estimas 
tion. However, we did not classi« 
fy it as an evangelistic sermon, 
so we will purchase this sermon 
and let SworD OF THE LorD readers 
have the great blessing of this une 
usual and important Bible mess« 
sage. 

Dr. Monroe Parker submitted @ 
sermon on the Twenty-third Psalm 
which is a masterpiece of heart- 
moving, comforting teaching for 
the edification and building up of 
the saints of God. How our reads 
ers will delight in it! Yet since we 
did not classify it exactly as ay 
evangelistic sermon, we did not 
award this sermon an official prize, 
though we are purchasing it. We 
feel that it was in a class with the 
prize-winning sermons. 

There are other great sermons 
which one judge or another counts 
ed in the first ten, but the ratings 
of the other two judges displaced 
the sermon, perhaps. But such @ 
sermon, blessed of God, will be 
purchased for THE SworRD OF THE 
Lorp. For months ahead of time, 
there are tremendous evangelistia 
sermons coming in the Sworop, 
written by some of the foremost 
soul winners of our day. Readers 
of ‘THE Sworn, rejoice! 

We suggest that if you have 
a preacher friend who would de< 
light in the greatest preaching be« 
ing published in this generation, 
you should send him THe Sworp or 
THE Lorp,. If you have unsaved 
loved ones who ought to be won 
to Christ, we hope you will send 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to. them 
now so they may get the full im- 
pact of these moving Bible mes« 
sages. 
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Page Three 


The Security of the Believer; 
Chosen, Redeemed, Inherited, Sealed in Christ 


An Exposition of Ephesians 1:3-14., 


By Dr. James M. Gray, 1850-1935 
Late president Moody Bible Institute 


God has never revealed a pro- 
founder truth than that in Paul’s 
inspired letter to the church at 
Ephesus. A more important one 
for the unregenerated man is that 
of Romans, which tells how we 
may be right with God. But pre- 
supposing that we have become 
right through receiving God’s own 
rightness by faith in Jesus Christ, 


then the greatest thing we can/filleth all in al)’ 


know and realize is the nature 
of the blessings in Christ which 
have thus become ours. And this 
is the theme of Ephesians. 


THE THEME STATED 


After the usual greeting or salu- 
tation in verses 1 and 2, the theme 
is stated in verse 3 in these words: 


“Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places in Christ.” 


“Us,” of course, means Chris- 
tians. But a Christian is not mere- 
ly a moral man or even a church 
member, but a new creation in 
Christ Jesus. In the Gospel sense 
a Christian is one who has been 
born again, having received Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour and con- 
fessed Him as his Lord. Such an 
one God “hath blessed.” Notice 
the past tense. It is not something 
God is now doing for him, or is 
about to do, but something He 
has already done. To lay hold of 
the significance of this is the 
secret of assurance, and peace, 
and holiness, and power. 

He “hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings.” Not a single 
blessing is omitted. There is noth- 
ing which God has for us in Christ 
throughout all eternity that is not 
Ours already potentially in Him. 
It is as when a child is born into 
the world in a physical sense. He 
is small, weak, and helpless, but 
the man is there nevertheless, and 
all his future years will mean sim- 
ply the development of that man. 
Thus already we have in Christ 
an eternity of grace and glory, 
and our joy in the countless ages 
upon ages will be the apprehension 


and realization of it in increasing | 


measure. 


———— 


neck. 


| 


We have these blessings “in 
Christ.” The pregnancy of the 
phrase is seen in the figure of 
the human body which the in- 
spired apostle so frequently em- 
ploys to illustrate it. He tells us 
that Christ is the “head over all 
things to the church, Which is 
his body, the fulness of him that 
(Eph. 1:22, 23). 

My head not only governs and 
controls my body but lives in it. 
On the other hand, every member 
of my body lives in my head. 
This is the vital and indissoluble 
relationship between Christ and 
them that believe in Him. He is 
the Head and we are the members 
of the body of which He is the 
Head. 

My eyes, my ears, my tongue, 
my hands, my feet, have certain 
privileges or faculties—blessings, 
let us call them, because they are 
in me, and separated from this 
vital relationship to me they do 
not possess them. It is I, living 
in them, who give to them these 
faculties, and sustain them in their 
possession and use. So the bless- 
ings of the Christian believer are 
those which he has becausé he is 
in Christ as the members of my 
body are in me, 

The spiritual possibilities of such 
a fact are beyond finite concep- 
tion, but even the faintest appre- 
hension of them on the part of 
Christians would mean so much to 
both their inner and outer life, and 
go so far to offset, and contradict 
and render nugatory the vain 
philosophies and empty deceits of 
the new religionists of these days! 

Let not the phrase “heavenly 
places” mislead us in the inter- 
pretation of these words, It does 
not mean that these blessings are 
not to be realized until we die 
and go to Heaven, but only that 
they are in “heavenly places” in 
the sense that the source of them, 
the HEAD, is there. 

I have sometimes illustrated it 
in this homely way: Suppose one 
were standing in water up to his 
And suppose the members 
of his body in the water were dis- 
coursing with one another about 


“An ed- 


A great educator said, 
tucational institution that does not 


have any individuality does not 
have any right to exist.’’ Bob Jones 
University, which the Lord led 
us to found, is an individualistic 
institution. We believe with all of 
our heart that God called Bob 
Jones University into existence to 
do a definite kind of work and to 
give a very special emphasis in 
this time. We do not ciaim to have 
the only Christian school, but we 
do claim that Bob Jones Univer- 
sity has a very definite and im- 
portant part in the program of 
God, In thirty years’ time its in- 
fluence has spread to practically 
all parts of the earth. We want to 
thank all of you friends who have 
prayed for us and who have recom- 
mended the right kind of students 
to the school and recommended 
the school to the right kind of 
young people. We want to thank 
all of you who have invested some 
of God’s money in the work. When 
we get to Heaven—and we are 
going someday by the grace of a 
good God—we are going to run 
into some of you friends and thank 
you, and we are going to remem- 
ber what good partners you have 
been in the work that God called 
us to do, 

We would appreciate so much 
hearing from you at this time. 
Won’t you write us a letter and 
tell us you are praying daily for 


the school? If you know young 
people that you think could be 
trained to be real Christian lead- 
ers in the business world, in the 
educational world, in home life, or 
in any other way, write us about 
these young people and recommend 
the school to them. We are look- 
ing for the right kind of young 
people to be trained for the right 
kind of Christian leadership. You 
can also invest some of the money 
that God has given you in the 
work we are doing. Now, won't 
you sit down and write us and tell 
us you are praying for us and give 
us the names of young people you 
would like to recommend to the 
school and ask the Lord while 
you are writing if He wouldn't 
like to have you make a con- 
tribution to the work of the in- 
stitution? Remember, we have no- 
body in the field raising money. 
We just trust God to move upon 
the hearts of His people to help us. 
We do not want any money that 
God does not send us. We are in 
business for the Lord, and we are 
trying to be faithful, and from 
time to time He helps us through 
His own people in many parts of 
the world. Please let us hear 
from you. Thank you and God 
bless you. 

BOB JONES, FOUNDER 

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 

GREENVILLE, S.C, 

(Advertisement) 


Four Blessings in Christ 


Dr. James M, Gray 


their benefits and privileges. Could 
we not imagine them saying: 
“We possess all these blessings in 
the air in our head?” So our bless- 
ings are in “heavenly places” be- 
cause there is our Head who is 
exalted on high. They are spiritual, 
but still they are literal and real, 
and to be enjoyed in our physical 
experience on this earth. 


The First Blessing—Chosen 
in Christ 


The sum of these blessings we 


have in Christ is just four, the 
first being our choice or election 
in Him: 


“According as he hath chosen us 
in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 
Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, To the 
praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted 
in the beloved” (Eph. 1:4-6). 


It were as though God first 
chose the head and then the mem- 
bers to be united to that head 
in the formation of the body. Such 
is the significance of the words 
“in him,” 

But notice when we were cho- 
sen. Not even before we were 
born, or were rege nerated, or be- 
fore the earth created, but 
before the world was founded! 
When an athlete is about to make 
a high jump he takes a long start 
and we may imagine the great 
purpose God has for us in Christ 
when He began to choose us for it 


so long ago. 


Was 


blemish in God’s sight, then every 
member of the body united to that 
Head is equally so. 

What a wonderful privilege this 
is, to know that at this moment in 
Christ Jesus I stand before Him 
holy, and without blemish and un- 
charged! What a privilege to 
know that all the premousness 
which God the Father finds in 
His Son Jesus Christ, He now 
finds in me as a believer on 
His Son, and a member of the body 
of which He is the Head! 

And think of His motive in it 


all as “the good pleasure of his 
will.” We have often wondered 
why God saved us and have 


sought the answer in John 3:16. 
But after all, how inadequate that 
seems to be. It is not enough to 
know that “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son” to die for it, until we 
know why He loved it so. What 
was there in the world, or in you 
or me, to waken such love as 
this? The salvation of my soul, 
or for that matter, the salvation 
of the whole world, is not worthy 
of one drop of the blood of the 
Son of God. Why, then, did God 
give His Son for the world? The 
only answer that satisfies is this 
answer, that it was “according to 
‘the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of the glory of his 
grace.” 

Oh, what a ground of peace and 


assurance we have here! Had God 


Notice what that purpose 
“That we should be holy and} 
without blame [or blemish] be- 
fore him.” Nor does this mean 
merely that at some future time 
and in some future world, He will 
look upon us with such com- 
placency, but that it has already 
become true of us in Christ. If 
the Head is holy and without 


saved me merely for my own sake, 
sooner or later He might have 
wearied of me because of my sin 
and my unloveliness, But when I 
know that He has saved me for 
His own sake, I have the same 
reason for believing that He will 
keep me saved as that He saved 
me at the beginning, and so I 
have peace, perfect peace. 


The Second Blessing — 
Redeemed in Christ 


It were not enough, however, 
that God should have chosen us 
in His Son unless He had gone 
further and made that choice 
operative through the cross. We 
were sinners whom He chose, and 
Our sin must be taken out of the 
way to make His choice effectual 
Hence we read: 


“In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace; Wherein he hath 
abounded toward us in all wisdom 


and- prudence; Having made 


known unto us the mystery of his 


will, according to his good plea- 
sure which he hath 
himself: That in the dispensation 


of the fulness of times he might 
in one all things 
in. hea- 


gather together 
in. Christ. both which are 
ven, and which are on earth; 
in him” (Eph, 1:7-10). 


Notice 


purposed im 


even 


again the phrase “in 
him.” It is in Christ we were cho- 
sen, and in Christ we have been 


on all Sword beoks ond 1-year subscripticns 
during August. See order blank on poge 8 


the werld to hive. but Jesus Christ 


came into the world to die. “His 
Lown self bare our sins in his own 
‘; body on the tree,” and it is for 
| this reason, and this only, that 
we have redemption and the for- 
giveness of our sins. 
But this redemption includes 
something further than forgive- 
ness. We are now his friends, 


and He makes known to us “th 
mystery of his will.” And what a 
mystery this is, that “in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times” 


He wil) gather together “all things 
lin Christ, Both which are in hea- 
ven and which are on earth.” 


| There is no restorationism here in 
ithe universal sense, for the things 
| in Hell are not mentioned. But so 
far as the things m Heaven and 
the things on earth are concerned, 
Christ is not only the head of 
them, but “in the dispensation of 


redeemed. And notice that the the fulness of times” we are to he 
redemption is “through his blood.” | the head of them as well in Christ. 
It is not the life of Christ that : 
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of parable as well of what God 
has done in our redemption. 

In the first place, He has chosen 
us in Christ to be His possession, 
not for what He has seen in us as P 
we are by nature, but for what | —— 
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notably I Peter 1:3, 4, but this 
is not the truth which Paul is 
setting before us here. We call 


what it is to be a Christian. 


—_— 


The Third Blessing— 


Inherited in Christ 


Truth so transcendent lacks 
analogy, but though it seem base 
and sordid, may attention be called 
to the property transaction which 
these verses bring to our mind? 
First, God chooses us to be His 
own possession, then He redeems 
or buys us back to Himself, and 
being thus redeemed or bought, we 
become His inheritance. This is 
the teaching of the verses that 
follow: 


“In whom also we have ob- 
tained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the pur- 
pose of him who worketh ail 
things after the counsel of his own 
will: That we should be to the 
praise of his glory, who first trust- 
ed in Christ” (Eph. 1:11, 12). 
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Where an estimated 8,000 boys and 
girls have received a week's free vacation 
through the past years and where hundreds 
of them have found Christ as Saviour. The 
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Ernest |. Reveal, directors, Highly recom- 
mended by Dr. John R. Rice, Drs. Bob Jones 
Senior and Junior, Dr. Lee Roberson and 
others. Send gift or write for further in- 
formation today. Your gift will count for 
eternity! 


Dr. Ernest I. Reveal, 

Evansville Rescue Mission 
Evansville, Indiana 
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this a stronger truth because it 
means so much more to us. If only 
I have an inheritance in God I 
might ultimately, through fault of 
mine, lose it altogether, but when 
I know that God has an inherit- 
ance in me, I am with Paul, “per- 
suaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (II Tim. 
1:)2). The ground of my assurance 
in other words is not my inherit- 
ance in God, but His inheritance 
in me, And here again we are com- 
forted by the revelation that this 
is true concerning us to the end 
that “we should be to the praise 
of his glory.” 


The Fourth Blessing— 
Sealed in Christ 
Here we reach the climax of the 
transaction. God has not only cho- 
sen, and then redeemed, and thus 
inherited us, but to make sure 


of His ‘property has taken posses- 
'sion of us. Such is the significance 


at Camp Reveal | 


of the words that follow: 


“In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: in 
whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy 
Spirit of promise, Which the 
earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of his 
glory” (Eph. 1:13, 14). 


The sealing with the “Holy 
Spirit of promise’ we take to be 
identical with that indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit of which Paul 
speaks in I Corinthians 6:19, and 
to which he refers again when, in 
the 12th chapter of the same 
epistle, he speaks of Christian be- 
lievers as having been baptized by 
one Spirit into the body of Christ. 

This indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, therefore, is an earnest or 
pledge of our inheritance: that 
is, of the inheritance which God 
has- in us. In English law an 
earnest is something of value. 
It may be money given. by the 
buyer to bind a bargain, or ratify 
and prove a sale. The parallel 
cannot be pressed too far, but the 
truth is clear that God has made 
us His own beyond a peradventure. 
The context indicates this by the 
remark that this earnest has been 
given us until ‘“‘the redemption of 
God’s own possession,” quoting 
the American Standard Version. 
If we ask what this redemption is, 
we find it described in the 8th of 
Romans as the redemption or, in 
other words, the resurrection and 
glorification of our bodies at the 
second coming of Christ. That 
this great result will be realized 
‘in our experience is made sure 


is 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD is 


to us by the sealing of the Holy 
Spirit. 


A Transaction in Realty 

The following incident, common- 
place as it is, may help to make 
this clear. A certain New York 
gentleman purchased from _ the 
government the right and title 
to a large part of the water front 
on the upper end of Manhattan 
Island. When the tide was in, 
scarcely a foot of his property 
could be seen, and even when it 
ebbed there was nothing but marsh 
and mud. To the uninitiated the in- 
vestment represented nothing of 
value, 

But long since, the waste has 
been filled in; streets and avenues 
have been laid out in it, great; 
blocks of buildings cover it, two 
trolley lines traverse it, and one 


of the elevated railways runs 
alongside of it within say 400 
feet, for a distance of some 


blocks. Millions upon millions of 
dollars now represent the value 
of the property to the heirs of 
the original purchaser or its pre- 
sent owners. Of course, the former 
is supposed to have seen these re- 
sults when he made the purchase, 
and to have made it with them in 
view. 

But an interesting point is this: 
At one period in the history of the 
transaction there was a rival 
claimant in the person of one who 
thought he had discovered a flaw 
in the owner’s title, and who en- 
deavored to wrest it from him. 
A tedious and expensive lawsuit 
was begun lasting a number of 
years, when one day the de- 
fendant’s counsel said to him: 
“You cannot retain the title to 
your property, unless you take 
possession of it.” 

And this is what he did. He 
drove piles into the mud, erected 
upon them ae small _ two-story 
frame building, just large enough 
to afford accommodation for a 
keeper who remained there day 
and night. Various devices were 
used to dislodge him, firearms 
among others, but in vain. He 
“held the fort’ with absolute fi- 
delity until the legal battle was 
ended, and the rightful owner 
entered upon the full enjoyment 
of his possession. 

Although this is a prosaic chap- 
ter in the history of a city’s ma- 
terial development, yet it is a kind 
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God’s Letter to Mankind 
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of a dying man, and had but five 
minutes left before the ear ceased 
to listen, I would slowly and ten- 
derly repeat the words of this 
matchless strain—‘‘'God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be- 
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gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life,” 


“This text,” said one, “is sweeter 
than a poem. It is grander than 
the march of all earth’s armies. 
It is more overwhelming than the 
concerted charge of ten million 
cavalrymen on a field of blood. It 
is more majestic than the march 
of all the solar and stellar sys- 
tems throughout the _trackless 
fields of ether.” 


Well might the 
hide, 


And shut his glories in, 


sun in darkness 


When Christ, the mighty Maker 
died 
For man the creature's sin. 


There have been many different 
figures used to expound this glor- 
ious text. I will use a figure mark- 
ed by its simplicity and familiar- 
ity. We all receive letters by mail, 
and there are letters of various 
kinds. Will think 


you with me 
of John 3:16 as God's Letter to 
mankind, a letter mailed from 


Heaven to men on earth. 


Note first, 


I. This Letter From God Is 
a Love Letter 


“God so loved the world.” 


This message from the skies is 
not an indictment of the human 
race because of our sins, although 
God knows, and we know, there are 
just grounds for indictment. It is 
not a subpoena to appear before 
the Divine Court of Justice. It is 
not a summons to doom, It does 
not say that a holy God was so 
disgusted with sinful men that He 
decreed that man, having chosen 
to serve Satan, He would leave 
him at the mercy of Satan. No, 
but “God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

So John 3:16 is a love letter 
to you and me from the Divine 
Lover of our soul. It crystallizes 
and concentrates the story of re- 
deeming love in one shining verse. 
It tells us that the fall of the 
race almost broke the great lov- 
ing heart of God. That after trying 
to wash sin from the world by a 
universal flood, when the tears of 
God's sorrow were rained on the 
earth, God finally sent His Son 
to wash sin from the hearts of 
men with His own precious blood. 
The Gospel story tells us how that 
Son came, They spat in His face. 
They reviled Him. They mocked 
Him. They placed on His head a 
crown of jagged thorns. They drove 
cruel nails through the hands that 
had been laid in blessing on the 
heads of little children. They drove 
spikes through the feet that had 
borne Him here and there on er- 
rands of mercy. They lifted Him 
up on a cross even while He prayed 
for His murderers. They thrust a 
spear into His side and there came 
forth blood and water, the evid- 
ence of a broken heart. He return- 
ed by way of the opened grave to 
His Father’s side, His five wounds 
bearing mute testimony to the aw- 
fulness of sin and the unutterable 
corruption of the human_ heart. 
And when the Angel of Mercy 
turned pale at the sight, and the 
Angel of Justice pleaded with God 
for vengeance on the world, the 
love of God prevailed, the sword 
of just recompense was held back, 
and you and I are in the-land 
of the living and outside the Hell 
we deserve to be in because “God 
so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

The following little advertise- 
ment appeared some time ago in 
one of the Boston newspapers: 


TO MY BOY WHO LEFT 
HOME MONDAY NIGHT, 
SEPTEMBER 15 


My Darling Boy: 


If you should see this, which | pray our 
Heavenly Father you may, please let your 
distressed mother know where you are. 


The notice was signed with one 


word—"Mother.” That was all. 
No name. Nothing to let the 
world know. Just the cry of a 


mother seeking her lost boy. Not|as a rock. That is a libel on the 


a word about whose fault it was. | 
No blame. No reproach. Just the | 
reaching out of a mother’s love to 
bring her wanderer back. 


But the love of a mother is only | 
a faint reflection of the infinite | 
love of God for erring, wayward 
man, No wonder the story of that 
love has melted the hardest of | 
hearts and drawn men home to 
God, 


Note also, 


Il. God’s Letter Is Written 
in Crimson Ink 


“God so loved the world’- 
is the message of love—‘that he 
gave his only begotten Son’’—that 
tells mé this letter was written in 
the crimson ink of Jesus’ blood. 


When the Scottish Covenanters | 
drew up their solemn Covenant, in 
which they pledged their lives 
to bring to Scotland. religious 
liberty, each man signed the Cov- 
enant with ink drawn from his 
own veins. And the graves of 


man is suffering ‘ 


the Covenanters, who were mar- | 
tyred for the witness of Jesus and 


for the Word of God, are held in 
reverence because of the sacrifice 
they made. Similarly the love of 
God was a sacrificial love, for 
while the sins of men demanded 
the penalty of death, yet God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
5on in our place and stead, to 
die the death of the cross. 


There are those who preach a- 
bout the beautiful life of Christ, 
and whose whole message has to 
do with Jesus as an example. This 
modern gospel presents Him as a 
great ethical and religious teacher, 


a supreme example for men to fol- | 


low. The fact is, dear men and 
women, Jesus Christ came_ into 
the world not to live, but to die. 
He was born to bleed. God declares 
in His Word that sinful men are 
justified by faith in the _ shed 
blood of Christ, Oh, let me ring 
this in your ears again and again 
that “without shedding of blood 
is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). God 
has said, “When I see the blood, 
I will pass over you”’ (Exod. 12:13). 

That is why not once in the 
New Testament, where it speaks 
of salvation from sin, does it ever 
mention the earthly life of Christ. 
Not once. Always it is His death. 

Peter says, “We are redeemed 
. « « With the precious blood of 
Christ” (I Pet. 1:19). 


John says, “The blood of Jesus 


| 
that | this infinite load. 


Christ his Son cleanseth us from | 


(I John 1:7) 

Paul says, “Justified by 
blood’ (Rom. 5:9). 

The redeemed throng in Heaven 
sings: “Thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood” 
(Rev. 5:9). 

Jesus Himself said, 


all sin”’ 
his 


“This is my | 


blood . . . which is sheq for many | 
for the remission of sins” (Matt. 
26:28). 


This explains why cne-third of 
the Gospels is devoted to the 
Passion Week. If as much space 
were devoted to each week in the 


three years’ ministry of Christ as 
is given to the last week, there 


would be four thousand chapters. 
If as much space were devoted to 
each day as to that last day oi 
His death, there would be no less 
than forty thousand chapters! How 
clear that the heart and essence 
of God's Love Letter has to do 
with the sacrificial death on the 
cross! 

And, oh, what a death it was! 
The human‘mind cannot compre- 
hend the depths of that ocean of 
agony that flowed over God’s sin- 
less Son as He hung on the nails. 
Think of that cross and tell me 
what part of His body escaped 
suffering. 

His hands and feet were pierced 
with nails. 

His temples were lacerated with 
thorns. 

His tongue clave to His jaws. 

His throat was parched with 


thirst, 

His back was torn with the 
scourge. 

His side was pierced with a 
spear. 


His bones were all disjointed. — 

His muscles were stretched i 
agony. 

His ‘nerves 
anguish. 

His great heart broke under the 
load of your sin and mine, 

Was it any wonder that 
earth did quake, and the, rocks 
rent” (Matt. 27:51)? I’ve heard 
preachers say that the person who 
is unmoved by the sufferings otf 


became rivers of 


‘the 


ee 


‘rocks! They were rent asunder 
at sight of a Saviour sain. 

gut the suffering of Christ was 
not the mere physical agony of 
crucifixion, terrible though that 
was. The only begotten Son was 
God as well as man. He had to 
be! For as He hung there, bearing 
the sins of all mankind, therefore 
the suffering and penalty due to 
us all fell in one terrible stroke 
upon His sinless soul. One lone 
‘an infinite bur- 
den of penalty in a finite period 
of time.” 

No mere man could have borne 
My sins without 
yours were enough to have killed 
Him, and yours without mine. So 


the victim of Calvary had to be. 


a Divine Victim, capable of having 
“laid on him the iniquity of 
all” (Isa. 53:6). Ponder that, dear 
man or woman unsaved, Incarnate 
Deity bearing your sins and mine. 


US 


Jesus suffered as no mere man 


could suffer when He took our 
place on that cross. 
A Canadian preacher, speaking 


on the incomparable suffering ol! 
Christ and showing that even a- 
mong men there is a varying Ccapa- 
city for sulfering, goes on to say: 


“You have seen, perhaps, a 
father standing at the graveside 
of his wife, his little ones a- 
round him; and as the casket 
was lowered into the grave, the 
fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, tears of sorrow rolled 
down his manly cheeks, and 
the strong man was convulsed 
with grief, But the little ones 


‘what 
They, 
when 


Jooked up and wondered 
papa was crying for?’ 

too, will cry a little later 
Mother does not come to give 
them their good-night kiss; but 
they will soon cry themselves to 
sleep and dream that Mother is 
only sleeping too! Not so the 
bereaved husband and father, 
who waters his couch with his 
tears and will not be comforted. 
because he knows, as his child- 
ren cannot know, his own, and 
his children’s irreparable loss, 
They sorrow as children; he sor- 
rows aS a man, Just fath- 
er’s or a mother’s tears exceed 
in bitterness the tears of their 
children, so, but inlinitely, did 

(Continued on page 6) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 3, 1956 


God’s Letter to Mankind 


(Continued from page 5) 


the sorrows of Jesus surpass all 

human woe.” 

But with all we can say, or 
write, or even think about the 
meaning of the cross, we feel help- 
less to do it justice. How utterly 
inadequate are the _ strongest 
words, the tenderest and most 
melting words, to describe with 
finite ability, to finite minds like 
our own, the infinite and therefore 
incomprehensible suffering of God 
in Christ. Because of His perfect 
union with Divine Holiness, Jesus 
was infinitely more sensitive in 
His conscience toward sin than 
any sinful man could ever be, And 
for this Sinless One to become 
identified with all the direful hor- 
ror, all the accumulated filth and 
abomination wrought by men from 
the beginning of time; when that 
fact is pondered, the human mind 
reels and staggers like a drunken 
man in its effort to comprehend 
its meaning. No wonder the suf- 
fering Saviour cries prophetically 
from the cross, “Behold, and see 
if there be any sorrow like unto 
my sorrow.” 

Note further, 


Ill. This Letter Contains 
a Momentous Offer 


In the plainest of terms God 
makes this tremendous statement 
concerning His Son—‘“Whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


Now a letter may or may not 
be important. Some letters that 
come to us are not dgeemed im- 
portant enough to be read. An- 
other letter may be a matter of 
life or death. Such a letter was 
once sent to a man named George 
Wilson who, in Philadelphia, in 
1830, was sentenced to hang for 
murder. Later Andrew Jackson, 
the President, sent Wilson a letter 
containing a pardon which meant 
life and liberty. That letter was 
a matter of life and death to the 
doomed man, 


God’s letter in John 3:16 is the 
most important letter mortal man 
_ could ever receive. It is a matter 

of life or death and that for 
eternity. The everlasting, unend- 
ing future, for millions of billions 
of quintillions of years yet to 
come, whether for weal or for woe, 


“whosoever” is wide as the sweep 
of the oceans, high as the heaven 
over our head, broad as the poles 
are apart, and tells me that the 
love of God stretches as far as 
the curse of sin is found. 


“When the Lord said, ‘Whoso- 
ever, Ele included me.” 


Thus, dear friend, this letter is 
a personal letter. “Whosoever”’ is 
God’s infallible way of telling you 
and me that we, personally, are 
intended as the recipients of this 
message. Far better than writing 
your name on the envelope, God, 
to avoid all uncertainty, addressed 
it to “Whosoever,” which includes 
you, definitely and _ personally, 
since it includes all. 

And now consider, 


V. Your Answer to This 
Letter 

When a telegram has been deli- 
vered at our house the messenger 
has sometimes asked if he should 
wait for a reply. That is what I, 
God’s messenger, ask of you now. 
I have delivered to you God’s let- 
ter: I have tried, although im- 
perfectly, to describe and inter- 
pret to you God's love: I have set 
before you the marvellous offer 
God makes of everlasting salva- 
tion through faith in His crucified 
Son: I have proven from God's 
Word and from His own hand- 
writing that the offer is made 
personally to-you; and now I ask 
you—and may God the Holy Spirit 
help me as I do this asking—what 
is your answer to God’s overture 
of love? 

I don’t want to put the words in 
your mouth, dear friend unsaved, 
but, oh, I am impatient to hear 
you say, “Preacher, what answer 
could I give to such love but that 
I will gladly receive God’s offer, 
I will take Christ as my Saviour. 
I am not so hardened in heart, 
not so steeped in sin, I have not 
so utterly sold myself to Satan 
that I am ready to despise God’s 
love, to refuse His offered pardon, 
and to die eternally in my sins.” 
That, I believe, is what someone 
will say who reads this message. 

There is a sequel, an unbeliev- 
able sequel, to the story of George 
Wilson’s pardon. When the jailer 


for glory or for shame, for joy 
or for misery, will be determined | 
by the’response of the man or 
woman now reading this sermon, | 
to the offer of God made in my 


text. Think of that for importance. | 


“Should not perish, but 
everlasting life.’ Icwo alternatives 
are there, and only two. They are 


everlasting life and everlasting 
death. What visions of glory, of 
gladness, of nobility, of blessed- 


ness, are brought before us by the 
words “everlasting life’! What un- 
utterable woe is envisioned by that 
terrible word “perish”! Think of 
perishing forever, perishing 
throughout eternity. 

Oh, that word eternity! Reader, 
where will you spend it? Can 
you entertain the thought of e- 
ternal death, everlasting separa- 
tion from God, perishing through- | 
out all the unending future? Face | 
it, dear friend unsaved, when time | 
rolls into eternity, where will you | 
be? 

Consider now, 


have | 


presented the pardon Wilson re- 


fused it! The Sheriff had to know 
whether Wilson should hang or 
not, The matter came before the 
supreme Court of the United 
ever been raised before. Chief 
Justice Marshall gave 
ing decision: “A pardon is a paper, 


states. No such point of law had! 


the follow- | 
-and be saved. 


the value of which depends upon | 


its acceptance by the person im- 
plicated. It hardly to be sup- 
posed that one under sentence of 
death would refuse to accept 
pardon, but if it is refused, it is no 
pardon, George Wilson must 
| hang.’ And he was hanged. 


| My friend 


is 


unsaved, what will 


'you do with this pardon God off- | 
ers you? Wilson refused his; will | 


|}you refuse yours? Is it possible 


| 


in this message and be willing to 


| that you: could read of God’s love | Just as I am, without one plea 
J tt. A » « fit , 


a | 


‘The Interpreter’s Bible’’ 


(Continued from page 2) 


in the Gospels actually happened 
as therein set down. This is no 
longer a tenable view. It is un- 
tenable , , .""18 


J. Edgar Park, president emeri- 
tus of Wheaton College at Norton, 
Massachusetts, follows the same 
line of thought in his expositional 
Introduction of Exodus. He glibly 
states with a matter-of-factness 
hardly warranted by the occasion: 

“When a prophet declares, “Thus 
saith the Lord,’ we find some- 
times (as is also the case with the 
Supreme Court of the United 


held out his arms for me to take 
him with me. I could not tell my 
child why it was necessary for 
him:-to remain and for me to go. He 
was unable at that time to speak, 
but as I turned to go I read in 
his appealing eyes the question 
in his heart. I knew he was saying, 
“Daddy, why are you leaving me 
another night in this strange 
place? You could take me up in 
your strong arms and carry me 
home to Mother.” And as I walked 
along the corridor of that ward 
I passed the operating room and 
the thought came to me, How 
gladly would I be willing to lie 
down on that operating table in 
his place if only my lonely and 
suffering little child could go home 
to his mother! 


In that hour God showed me the 
meaning of John 3:16—that God 
the Father suffered with God the 
Son. What parent would not rather 
suffer than see his child suffer? 
We speak of the suffering of 
Christ when forsaken by God, but 
Oh my soul, what agony must have 
wrung the great loving heart of 
God when His holiness compelled 
Him to do the forsaking! 


Yes, the pardon held before you 
was written with Divine blood. 
That is the meaning of Acts 20:28, 
. . . the church of God, which 
he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” That is why there is a 
second John 3:16. In I John 3:16 
we read, “Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, because he laid down 
his life for us.”” The blood of the 
cross is God’s crowning appeal to 
the human heart, and I will ask 
you, Is there any voice that can 
reach men’s hearts with a more 
piercing note of pathetic invitation 
than the voice that speaks from 
that cross? 


Are you ready, then, to answer 
God's letter to you? He implores 
you by the tears of Jesus in Geth- 
semane, by the blood of Christ on 
Calvary, to turn from your sins 
There nothing 
in His heart for any of us sinners 
but love. Do you not see that to 
refuse a beseeching God is the 
climax of all human guilt? Right 
now while your heart is tender, 
right now while your conscience 
is awakened, right now with that 
cross in view, right now while His 
blessed, gentle Spirit is moving 
you to come, tell Him you respond 
to His love, and say to Him from 
your heart— 
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NEW Baptist Training Union Materia! 


Designed for Teen-Age thru Toung 


Adult. Write today for Free Sample. 


IV. The Address on the Letter 

Certainly the important part of 
a letter is the name on the en- 
velope. To whom is this Divine 
message addressed? To whom is 
this offer of everlasting life made? 

I can honestly say I am glad it 
is not addressed to a man named 
John Linton, or even to a man 
named Rev. John Linton, for how 
would I know for certain that 
this momentous offer was for me? 
My former home was in Toronto, 
and some weeks ago a legal firm 
in Western Canada sent a cheque 
for $100 to a Rev. John Linton 
in Toronto, telling him it had been 
left him in a will. Later this un- 
fortunate preacher had to return 
the money for he was not the in- 
tended Rev. John Linton, al- 
though bearing the same name and 
title! It turned out that I was 
the intended beneficiary. 

But, praise God, there is no 
such uncertainty of confusion con- 
nected with God’s momentous of- 
fer. Divine wisdom averted all that 
when the letter was addressed to 


) ry ? bois ; . 2 
continue unpardoned, unsaved? | but that Thy blood was shed for 


May God forbid, and from an earn- | me, 

| And that T 'dd’st me come 
est heart I pray, may God for-| 474 that hou bidd st me come to 
bid. | Thee, 


All it cost President Jackson to 
grant that pardon was a stroke of 
the pen, but God’s pardon for 
Sinners was signed with His own 
blood. To convince men of His 
love, to melt our poor, hardened, 
sinful hearts into submission, God 
Himself, in the person of His Son, 
suffered for us on that cross. 

I could never, as a lad, even af- 
ter my conversion, understand why 
the death of Christ the Son proved 
the love of God the Father. How 
could someone prove his love by 
letting someone else die? It was 
beyond me, for as a child I thought 
and understood as a child. 

Later in life I learned its mean- 
ing, but I had to become a fath- 
er to do so. Last year my oldest 
son went home to be with God. 
As a child he was delicate, and 
spent the first weeks of his life 
in a hospital. He seemed to have 
a dread of hospitals. When he was 
three years old I took him for a 
final operation. He had to wait 
several days before they could 
operate, I visited him daily and he 
could not understand why I would 
leave him there. On the day be- 
fore the ordeal I rose to go and 


O Lamb of God I come. 
Decide for Christ 


Now the editor adds this urgent 
appeal. If you have never been 
converted, won’t you this moment 
admit to God that you are a poor, 
lost sinner and turn to Jesus 
Christ to save you? If you will do 
that please copy the following 
form in a letter and mail it to me. 
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Dr. John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


After reading Dr, John Linton’s 
sermon, “God’s Letter to Man- 
kind,” I have confessed myself a 
poor, lost sinner and have taken 
Christ as my Saviour, I do now be- 
lieve that He has come into my 
heart and has forgiven all my sins. 
With God’s help I will try to live 
for Christ and openly confess Him 
before others, 
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“whosoever believeth.” That word 


he stood up in the little crib and 
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States, or both houses of Parlia- 
ment assembled) that he is wrong, 
and that he is corrected by some 
later and more considered de- 
cision.”’14 

It is highly interesting to note 
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ther of higher criticism, or “‘scien- 
tific criticism” as they call it!!5 
Yet Dr. Howard Osgood, the noted 
Hebrew scholar of the Rochester, 
New York, Theological Seminary, 
wrote of this non-Christian 
amateur in biblical matters: 
“He (Astruc) was a man of very 
bad character and amassed his 
fortune out of harlots and brothels. 
He was one of the most decried 
men in Paris. He was a lascivious 
liver, and the physician for the 
lascivious life of the wicked, and 
drew his gains therefrom to his 
latest hour.’16 This is the type 
of foundation upon which modern 
liberalistic schelarship rests! 
Speaking of the Gospels, Herb- 
ert Farmer says in his above 
mentioned article, ““The evidence 
is clear that they contain inac- 
curacies, inconsistencies, interpola- 
tions, omissions, overstatements, 
and so forth—in short, precisely 
the sort of thing that normal men- 
tal processes produce.’’13 Note that 
Mr. Farmer feels the _ Bible 
has all the flaws of “normal men- 
tal processes,” which means a de- 
nial of supernatural inspiration 
through the Holy Spirit. It is well 
to note also that “‘overstatements” 
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that “critical scholarship lays bare 
in the Gospels as they stand a 
number of inconsistencies, inac- 
curacies, and so forth.’’17 
Farmer also sets the pace for 
later attacks by ridiculing such 
statements of faith as made by the 
Lutheran theologian Quenstedt to 
the effect that ‘“‘there is in Canoni- 


orite religious cards. The great re- 
ligious awakening is creating a new 
demand for Christ-honoring Christmas 
greetings. Send coupon teday for sam- 
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6,600 Winners! 


By Aunt Neva 


Since the crossword puz- 
zies were started in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, more 
than 6,600 booklets have 
been given away as prizes 
for correct puzzles sent in. 
(The total cost for this 
amounts to $930.) During 
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13 


16 


19 


£3 


29 


this time there have been 
over 11,000 entries — so 
you see, more than 50% 


id 


14 


are winners. A good per- 
. centage, don't you think? 

Folks are still writing 
every day and telling how 
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ai 


25 


3oO 31 
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much enjoyment they get 
out of working the cross- 
word puzzle whether they 
win or not—but we do 
want you to win. We've 
tried to make the clews as 
clear as possible, so check 
your answers very careful- 
ly before sending in your 
puzzle. Hope to hear from 
1 many “first timers” this 
week. The puzzle is easier, 
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42 173 
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43 


32 453 


4 so you'll have a_ good 
chance to be a winner. 
Try it! We have for you 
a very challenging little 
booklet of 64 pages, Pray- 
ing Hyde by Francis A. 
McGaw. “Praying” Hyde 
was called the “apostle of 
prayer.” 

Here’s all you do: 

1. Fill in the empty 
blanks according to the 


clews given. Answers must 
be complete and correct. 
2. PRINT (not write) 


your name and address in 
the blank below the puz- 
zie and mail to: Aunt 


Address 


I Siac 


after the deadline date, please send the answer anyway and tell us the date your paper arrives. The 
answer to puzzle number 35 will appear in the August 17 issue of THE Sworp OF THE Lorp. 


Neva, PUZZLE EDITOR, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois. We can- 
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(PRINT) 


(PRINT) 
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not return entries. If you 
do not wish to cut up your 
copy of the paper, you 
may print the answers on 
another sheet of paper. 
Please print the answers 
according to the clew 
numbers given. 

3. To receive the book- 
let, Praying Hyde, your 
entry must be postmarked 
by midnight, August 11, 
1956. If your paper arrives 
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tained in it is of the highest pos- 
sible truth, whether it be a matter 
of Dogma, Morals, History, Chro- 
nology, Topography, or Nomencla- 
ture. And no ignorance, no lack of 
thought, no forgetfulness, nor 
lapse of memory, either can or 
ought to be attributed to the 
amanuenses of the Holy Spirit in 
their recording of the sacred 
text.’’18 


Instead he quotes with approval 
what Wilhelm Herrmann wrote: 

“Historical work on the New 
Testament . destroys certain 
false props of faith, and that is 
a great gain. The Christian who 
imagines that the reliability of 
the records as historical docu- 
ments gives certainty to his faith, 
is duly startled from his false 
repose by the work of the his- 
torian, which ought to make it 
clear to such a man that the pos- 
session of Christianity cannot be 
obtained so cheaply as he thinks.”19 


He admits that some will say 
that ‘‘the interpretation of Jesus 
that lies behind and within the 
Gospels and the New Testament 
generally may, for all we know, 
be false and distortingly imposed 
upon the facts, so that while it 
cannot be denied that we may 
know the real Jesus through them, 
nevertheless we can never be sure 
that we do.” And he answers by 
Saying, “. . . it has never been 
maintained by the Christian faith 
that it is possible to know with 
growingly unassailable conviction 
the reality of Jesus as he is ap- 
prehended by that faith merely 
by reading and studying the Gos- 
pels and the New Testament in 
a completely detached way, if 
indeed that is ever possible.”20 

What a frank confession that 
modernists are “Ever learning, and 
never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth” (II Tim. 3:7)! 
No wonder Sir William Ramsay, a 
far greater scholar than any of 
the 125 writers of this commen- 
tary and one even they were com- 
pelled to quote as an authority, de- 
fined a modernist as: 

“One who knows all that I 
do not know, who fixes the limits 
of the possible and knows exactly 
what is impossible. The world is 
not dark to him; he is born and 
cradled and grown to manhood in 
the intensity of a great light, He 
knows all things, and is content 


and happy m his utter 


ance,” 

Vincent Taylor, principal of 
Wesley College, Leeds, England, 
gives an illustration of this “ig- 
norant knowledge” in his article 
in The Interpreter’s Bible on, ““The 
Life and Ministry of Jesus.” He 
uses his superior wisdom to decide 
that Mark was “exaggerating” 
(lying) when he wrote Mark 3:7- 
12. Says Mr. Taylor, “In this 
spirited description there is a 
touch of hyperbole in the list of 
places mentioned and in the phras- 
ing of the confession of the de- 
moniacs ... .”21 Webster defines 
hyperbole as “Extravagant exag- 
geration of statement; a statement 
exaggerated fancifully, as for ef- 
fect.” 


About Mark’s description of the 
Gadara demoniac and the raising 
of Jairus’ daughter, Taylor says, 
“Each narrative is full of vivid 
detail, but it is not skepticism to 
ask what in each case really hap- 
pened.”22 He adds further, about 
Jairus’ daughter, “the narrative 
is full of artless details which 
leave upon the mind a strong im- 
pression of originality, in this case 
strengthened by the manner in 
which the story is intercalated 
with that of the woman with the 
issue"of blood . . . What happened 
at the house of Jairus is one of 
those questions which the reader 
of today must settle for himself .. 
.. It is probable that Mark himself 
interpreted the event as one of 
resurrection ... The narrative is 
ambiguous; one who concludes 
that the incident of the young man 
in Nain (Luke 7:11-17) was a case 
of premature burial, and that the 
facts behind the didactic drama 
of the raising of Lazarus (John 
11:1-46) cannot be recovered, will 
take the view that the girl was 
roused from a state of coma. We 
know too little about the moments 
preceding and following ‘death’ 
to dogmatize on the subject.’’23 


Those of us who believe the Bible 
to be the inspired Word of God 
are willing to leave Mr. Taylor 
“content and happy in his utter 
ignorance” and we ‘“dogmatize” 


ignor- 


that it happened just as Mark de- 
scribed it! 

R. H. Strachan, professor emeri- 
tus at Westminster College, Cam- 
bridge, England, adds his accusa- 


on all Sword books and 1-year subscriptions 
during August. See order blank on page 8 


Gospel in the New Testament.” In 
denying any miraculous element in 
Luke's account of the speaking in 


tongues at Pentecost, Mr. Stra- 
chan writes: 
“These discrepancies are best 


explained by the hypothesis that 
Luke himself was unfamiliar with 


Puzzle Number 35 


CLEWS ACROSS 


1 Only mammal capable of flight. 
Innumerable in Palestine 

4 Mother of John the Baptist 

Harm 

Chamber for baking 

Large snake which crushes its 

prey 

The number of commandments 

given to Moses 


bed of the Red Sea, on which 
the Israelites passed 
Jeroboam’s father, an adversary 
of Solomon 

City of wealth, conquered by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and by Alex- 
ander 

Downcast 

A place called “The fair havens” 
was near this city 

Bowl. David gave Solomon gold 
for these bowls in the temple 
Son of Judah 

Heavenly messenger 

A name which Naomi asked to 
be called 

Pronoun 

Take an attitude of prayer 
Breach. (Ezek. 13:5) 

Home of our first parents 
Goliath wore “a helmet of brass 
and a coat of mail” 

Young people's religious society 
(Abbr.) 

Mass, (R. C, Church) 


-—_— --— —_—_——_- + 


Sister of Absalom 

Nahum (Abbr.) 

The Galilean city where Christ 

turned water into wine 

One of the spies sent by Moses | 

to search Canaan 

Age 

One of the Nethinim (Neh. 7: 
) 


54 Son of Hur. (I Chr. 2:20) 

29 Greek word meaning ‘word’ 

2? Brother of Jacob 

28 The Feast of Weeks. A Jewish 
festival 

59 Direct 


CLEWS DOWN 


1 Birthplace of Jesus 

2 Hail! 

3 Light colors 

> Wisdom 

6 Vine 

7 Direction (Abbr.) 

8 High Priest in the time of 


Christ 


Free from moisture, as was the | « 


9 Recede 

10 Friend of the garden—aA tail- 
less amphibian, common in 
Palestine 


1 Head covering—not used in Bi- 
ble times 

Imbibed 

Esau. (Gen, 25:30) 

An emphatic yes. “Let your 
communications be —, —” 
Meichizedek, King of —. (Gen. 
14:18) 

Parched with heat,—as the 
desert 

son of Zophar. (I Chr. 7:37) 
Annoy by petty faultfinding 
City of Galilee, where Jesus 
healed the centurion’s servant 
of the palsy 

Grind in anguish 

Term of reproach 

Son of Noah (variant) 

Son of Seir; Timna’s brother, 
(Gen. 36:20) 

Number of chapters in the 

book of Amos 

Hastened 

Dark,—as night 

Son of Ishmael 

Have sufficient courage 

Island in the Acgean Sea, where 
Paul sailed on his way to Jeru- 
salem (Acts 21:1) 

Drinking vessel 

The linden tree (Abbr.) 

Self 

International Art Institute 
(Abbr.) 

56 Old Carthusian (Abbr.) 
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ratives of the appearances of Je- 
sus to his disciples, and the stories 
of the empty tomb, is to make a 
false start.”25 In other words, it 
is wrong to base your theology 
of Christ’s resurrection from 
what the Bible says. 


J. Coert Rylaarsdam, a theology 
professor of The Federated Theo- 
logical Faculty of the University 
of Chicago, denies the reliability 
of the account of Moses’ birth. 
In his Exegesis of Exodus he says: 

“As with all great men, 
story of Moses’ birth did not begin 
to be told until after he was 
famous. Actual recollections were 
scanty. The form was largely de- 
termined by two other factors: (a) 
an ancient literary pattern, ex- 
emplified by the legend of Sargon 
of Agade, which was the standard 
form for relating the birth of a 


the phenomenon of glossolalia, and 
that he, knowing that Theophilus 
would be unable to understand it, 
has imposed his own interpretation 
on the traditional story. There 
can be no doubt that Luke means 
us to understand that the coming 
of the Spirit at Pentecost was a 
miraculous endowment of the 
church for its missionary task 
with the power of preaching the 
gospel in every known language. 
Luke’s mind loves the miraculous. 
At the same time it is a tribute 
to his fidelity as a historian that 
he makes no attempt to alter the 
source from which he derived the 
material for Peter’s speech at 
Pentecost by introducing into it 
the idea of a gift of foreign 
tongues,”’24 

He flatly denies that the apos- 
tles spoke supernaturally so that 
“every man heard them speak in 
his own language” (Acts 2:6, 8). 
Instead, he tells us, this conclu- 
sion was Luke’s “own interpreta- 
tion” 


every known language.” 


resurrection, 


the various resurrection stories 


“The 


tions in an article called, 


so that “Theophilus would 
be (able) to understand” that the 
Gospel was to be preached “in 


This same writer says of Christ’s 
“It does not lie with- 
in the scope of this article to 
discuss the attempts made to 
establish the historicity and fact- 
ual consistency, or otherwise, of 


deliverer; and (b) the tendency to 
impute to the hero connections 
and activities considered desirable 
or normative by those who trans- 
mit the tradition. This may ac- 
count for Moses’ designation as a 
member of a priestly family of the 
house of Levi.’’26 


Thus the biblical account of 
the birth of Israel’s deliverer is 
relegated into the class of neigh- 
borhood myths and legends! 


John Marsh, Christian Theology 
professor at The University, Not- 
tingham, another Jnterpreter’s Bi- 
ble author, in his Introduction to 
Numbers, says: 

“A compilation such as Numbers 
does not satisfy modern standards 
of historical writing. The later 
sources quite manifestly reinter- 
pret the events they record, while 
the earliest, even if they are con- 
temporary, disclose such precon- 
ceptions as to render them unre- 
liable today ... Numbers is to 
be held to embody some essential 
historical truth. It may not por- 
tray the events of the wanderings 
in the wilderness exactly as they 
occurred, but it does relate them 
so as to make clear their divine 
significance.’’27 

It is typical liberal philosophy 
to say that there is “some” truth 
in every Bible record and that 
the searching scholar should be 


.| willing to wade through the in- 
. The discrepancies and incon- 
sistencies still obstinately remain 
. To approach the church’s 
doctrine of the Resurrection from 
‘the direction of the gospel nar- 


numerable errors, contradictions, 
discrepencies, myths and false- 
hoods to “find” it! 

George B. Caird, a professor 
of McGill University, Montreal, in 


the | 


his Introduction of I and II Sam- 
uel, says: 

“The Hebrew text of Samuel 
shares with that of Ezekiel the 
doubtful honor of being the most 
corrupt in the Old Testament.. « 
The stories in Samuel are among 
the best known in the Old Testa- 
ment. But nobody can read the 
book carefully without becoming 
aware that it contains several 
glaring inconsistencies.”28 

Cuthbert A. Simpson, Sub-dean 
and professor at General Theo- 
logical Seminary, lays the same 
charge against the first six books 
of the Bible in his article, “The 
Growth of the Hexateuch,” with 
a special section called, “‘Inconsist- 
encies Within Narratives and 
Laws.’’29 

Norman H. Snaith, a leading 
Methodist minister and principal 
designate at Wesley College, 
Leeds, England, denies the accur- 
acy of II Kings 13:21 by writing in 
his exegesis of II Kings: 

“The idea that the bones of the 
dead retain, for a while at least, 
the supernatural power which the 
deceased had in his lifetime is 
common among primitive people. 
It survives in the veneration which 
is paid to the bones of the saints, 
kept by some religious organi- 
zations as holy relics.”30 

He is joined in his conclusions 
by the writer of the exposition of 
II Kings, Raymond Calkins, a 
minister emeritus of the First 
Church in Cambridge, Congrega< 
tional, Massachusetts. His testi- 
mony is: “It is a relic of super- 
stitious belief which somehow 
crept into the tradition concerning 
Elisha ,.. For a man to come to 
life because his dead body touched 
the bones of a saint is something 
which finds no warrant elsewhere 
in what we are taught in the Bi- 
ble of the ways of God.’’31 

Apparently both of these gentle- 
men have forgotten the one who 
questioned, “Is there any thing too 
hard for me?” (Jer. 32:27) and who 
sent His angel with the message, 
“with God nothing shall be im- 
possible” (Luke 1:37). 

W. A. L. Elmslie, principal and 
professor at Westminster College, 
Cambridge, shows how “he is 
happy in his utter ignorance” 
when he says in his Introduction 
of the Chronicles: 

“Anyone who supposes that it is 


(Continued on page 8) 
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a history of Judah, which its au- 
thor wanted or expected his read- 
evs to accept as accurate, is al- 
most certain to consider it for the 
most part dull and frequently in- 
credible,”’$- 

Mr. 


Apparently Elmslie’s sug- 


gestion is that you explore its 
pages with the skepticism of a 
‘“higner critic” and it will become 


a succession of thrills as you “dis- 
cover” its errors and discrepen- 
cies! 

The same is said by Raymond 
A. Bowman, associate professor at 
the University of Chicago, in his 


Introduction to Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. Of the former he writes: 
. a great gulf is fixed hbe- 
tween scholars regarding the his- 
toricity of the events of the Ezra 
marrative and in the Chronicier’s 
work in general.’’33 
He is joined in the exposition of 
Ezra by Charles W. Gilkey, an- 
other University of Chicago pro- 
fessor, who gives two modern ex- 


amples of mixing fact and fiction, 


adding, “Both these twentieth- 
century procedures illuminate the 
present-day relevance of the book 
of Ezra an author whose 
knowledge on many historical 
‘questions was confused and inac- 
curate. Its author had little if 
any comprehension of what we 
now mean by historical scholarship 


. .. his primary aim in any case 
was not that of historical recon- 
struction.”’54 
In the Introduction to Esther 
of this blasphemous commentary, 
Bernhard W. Anderson, Dean at 
Drew Theological Seminary, said: 
“Patently the book is filled with 
chronological inaccuracies, exag- 
gerations, strange coincidences, in- 
consistencies, and other fanciful 
details which make the story ‘too 
good to be true.’ 
' Charles T. Fritsch, associate 
professor at Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary, says about the same 
thing of the book of Proverbs. He 
states in his Introduction, “The 
‘Hebrew text of Proverbs is in 
fairly good condition, To be sure, 
there are errors, difficulties, and 
corruptions, but in comparison 
with books like I and II Samuel 
or Hosea, Proverbs has suffered 
little in the course of transmis- 
sion.”°6 Note the language: “to 
be sure’! Modernists approach the 
Bible with an expectant attitude 
confident that they will find er- 
rors, mistakes and a host of cor- 
ruptions from the original text. 
* The “scholar” who wrote 


hae ot 
ood 


the 


exegesis for the Gospel of John, 
Wilbert F. Howard, principal of 
Handsworth College at Birming- 
ham, thought the evangelist a 
little confused on much of his re- 
porting. For example, he puts lit- 
tle value on the trustworthiness 
of the Lord’s first miracle, saying, 
“|, apart from those who naively 
accept the story as it stands, there 
are those by whom it is accepted 
and rationalized (i. e., Jesus told 
the servants to pour this water 
into the half-empty vessels on the 
table, and by his radiant presence 
‘made glad the hearts’ of the 
guests, so that they believed the 
diluted wine was a fresh supply 
of the finest vintage).’’37 

Note that it is considered naive 
to “accept the story as it stands,” 
while actually the guests were 


drinking merely diluted water and 
'wine even though such an inter- 
'pretation demands: (a) making 
Mary a liar since she said, “They 
have no wine” (vs. 3); and (b) 
making ignoramuses out of guests 
'who thought such a dilution was 


'“the good wine.” However, Mr. 
Howard releases the writer of the 
Gospel from any of the blame 


by saying, “The artless form of 
the story and the little irrelevant 
touches make it likely that the 
evangelist has accepted it as it 
reached him.’’388 In other words, 
the “fairy story element” crept 
into the story before the writer 
got hold of it and he simply put 
it down as he heard it! 

This same “scholar” informed 
his readers that “the story of the 
four thousand .., is probably a 
doublet’’39 of the feeding of the 
five thousand. In other words, he 


rate feedings, but only one. 

Speaking of doublets, S. Mac- 
Lean Gilmour, professor at Queen’s 
Theological College, suggests in 
his exegesis of Luke that the story 
of Zacchaeus is “probably a var- 
iant of the stery of Jesus and 
Levi.’’40 

Let me close this section with 
referénce to a statement made by 
William A. Irwin, professor at 
Southern Methodist University’s 
Perkins School of Theology, in 
his article, “The Literature of the 
Old Testament.” After making the 
usual comments of the “higher 
critic” with reference to several 
of the Old Testament accounts, 
Mr. Irwin says: 

“We can no longer doubt their 
factual basis, but he would be a 


bold spirit who would undertake 


thinks there were not two sepa- 


to delineate that basis.”4! Appar- 
ently Peter was “a bold spirit” for 
he wrote: 

“For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,”— 
II Pet. 1:21. 

Peter attributed the factual 
basis to the Holy Spirit of God. 
Apparently Paul was another 
“bold spirit,” for he declared: 

“All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, , ."—II Tim. 
3:16. 

He, too, believed that the factual 
basis of the Old Testament stories 
came from direct inspiration by 
God! 

These  liberalistic “scholars” 
would do well to listen to that 
truly great scholar, B. B. Warfield, 
who wrote: “The trustworthiness 
of the Scriptures lies at the foun- 
dation of trust in the Christian 
system of doctrine, and is there- 
fore fundamental to the Christian 
hope and life. The validity of the 
Christian’s hope in the several 
promises of the Gospel rests on 
the trustworthiness of the Bible 

. . Such a Word of God Christ 
and His apostles offer us when 
they give us the Scriptures, not 
as man’s report to us of what 
God says, but as the very Word 
of God itself, spoken by God Him- 
self through human lips and 
pens,’’42 


1 The Christian Fact and Modern 
Doubt, page 162 

2 Ibid. 

3 Volume I, page 165 

4 Volume I, pages 168, 169 

5 Volume I, page 168 

6 Volume I, page 166 
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10 Volume I, page 167 
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